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| am 10 invite ,ou }nd attention to Scuc’.ary Mo Hv.ﬂth .md Famiiyg We I ate’'s DO lz_u Y r{‘:

1801 208/2019-TC dated 30 082020 (copy enclosed), wherein it has been mhm'ncd that the Con e -
Secretinat of the WHO-FCTC, has issued a statement about "Foundiation for ‘unoh Free World (FSFW

stating tha! the said foundation 1s a tobacco industry- funded initiative The FSIWWas e cJuN shed in 2017
ard ths foundation has recewed a oledge of S80 millions USD anr: Wy far 1') vears heginning in 2018

frora Pmlip Mermnis Internationa! (PAI1). a tobacco company

2 Apart from cgarette manufactunng, PMLis also manufacturing E chromc Nicotine Delivery System
[ENDS) including e-cigarettes and lixe devices and promos ing these devices as harm reduction and as an
alternaive 1o cigarette smoxing. It is alse pertinen* to mention that Philip Morris through its qp. 2.ed
Foundatiun — A Smoke Free World and grantee "Conrad Ch.llenge”, has heen trying to 1, .Jduence sT.iuo
children Conrad Chalienge has announced two new campetitions in the most recent round of 2020-2

3 In this context 1 = statec that even as th2 Government of India has prohibited electronic-cigareties
ard ke devices through “The Prohibition of Electronic Cigarettes (Pr roductions, Manutacture, Import,
Expornt, Transport, Sale, Uistnpution, Storage ana Adverlisument Act, 200387, e Woacco awdustyl
manufacturers have changed their strategy. Now, in the garb of Foundation for Sioke Free World (FSFW)

and through Conrad Foundation, Philip Morris International (PMI) *5 trying to promote its products as harm
reduction devices

oA It 1s important that we remain vigilant against such altempts 1o target young children and protect
them from exposure to lobacco use As per guidelines issued by the MoHFW, a Tobacco Free Educational
Institute must not participate_:n_any_ event sponsored by any ftium or_seller which p!Oﬂ\QLQ____LL‘ s,
E:x_rlgfaclure or sale of tobacco product in any form. Prizes or scholarships offu:('—hy such firms should nat
be accepted by educational institutions or sludents

5. | would therefore request you to issue necessary instruclions 1o the concerned authority(ies) .n e
State Education Department and all schools to avoid any collaboration with tobacco .ndustry-led
foundations in the larger interest of Public Health, Individuals,
the guidelines issued by MoHFW cn the subject
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I would like to refor to this Ministry's D.0. letter datod the 24" July
2019 (copy enclosed) whotaln It was brought to tho notlee of the
Dopartmont of School Education, that tha Convention Socrotariat of the
WHO FCTC has issued a statemont about "Foundation for Smoko Froo
World (FSEW)", stating that the said Foundation is a tobacco industry-
funded initlative. FSFW was establishod in 2017 and this Foundation
has rocoivad a pledge of $80 milllon USD annually for 12 yeare
baginning In 2018 from Phillp Moiris International, (PMI), a t hacso

company.
2, It 1o undarstood that apart from clgaretto manufacturing, PMI s

also  manufacluring  Eloctronic  Nicotine  Delivery  System,  [IEN]DS]
including e-clgarettos & liko dovicos and promoting these dovices as
harm reduction and as an altornalivo to cigaretlo smoking. FMI s an
Amerlecan multinational cigarotto and tobageo manufacturing company. It
Is also pertinent to mentlon that Phillp Morris through its sponsored
Foundation- A Smoke Free World and grantoo "Conrad Challenge", has
boen trying to Influence school children. Conrad  Challonge has
announcod two naw compelitions In the most recent round of 2020-21,

3. It Is clear from the above, that we have to bo vigilant of sucl
actions of the tobacco Industry at taigeting young minds. The pro*sions
of COTPA, 2003 need to ba effectively Implomontied, In order to protect
the vulnerable population, especlally young children from exposure to
tobacco use. Accordingly, the Ministry of Hoalth & Famlly Welfare in the
yoar 2019 had issued 'the Guldelinos for Tobacco Free Educational
Institutions’ [ToFEl] (Rovised) and the koy objective of these Guidelines
is to provide fresh momentum for Implementing tobacco control
initlatives among adolescents and young adults. As per these guidelines,
a Tobacco IFroe Educational Inslitute must not participate in any event
sponsorod by any firm or a subsidiary of a firm or a seller, which
promotes Ihe use of or manufactures/sells tobucco products in any
form. Educational Institutions/Students should also not accept any prize
or scholarship Instituted by such flrms (a copy of the Guidelines fo:
ToFEl s enclosod).

8 g o — . v A——— by S—

' Room No, 1606, AsWing, Nhu}nu Bhawan, Now Dothi-110 011
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4, 's you are aware, tha*

Government of India has prohibited
.‘&ctronic-cigarettes and

the

. like dev.ces through *The Prohibition of
Electronic Cigarettes (Production, Manufacture, import, Export,
Transport, Sale, Dis ribution, Storage a

. nd Advertisement) Act, 2019 the

tobacco industry/ manufactures have changed their strategy.Now, in the

gab of FSFW ang through  Conrad Foundation, Philip Morris

Idnte_rnahonal (PMI) is trying to Promote its products as harm reduction
evices, .

=~ \Piae X A . |
5 in e ¢ VI ZSove and

schools/Institutions are ¢

. ments of all States/UTs may be
issued to avoid any col i i

| obacco industry-led foundations
1 the .arger interest of Putlic Healtr as well as to abide by the statutory
provisions/guidelines on the subject. - -

4

i Yours sincerefy,
= -
~ (Rajesh Bhushan)
Encl. : as above ' :
Smt. Anita Karwal
Secretary, . . -
Dapz. ment of Schoo! Educa‘ion and Literacy,
Jinistry of Educatior,
ShastriBhawan,

New Delhi.
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SANJEEVA KUMAR 1AS Eﬁg\}n
Additional Secretary & DG ( R
Telo.: 23001006 / 23325300 & RNTCP) o v,

E-mall ; dgnaco@gmail.com il .
ash-mohfw@nic.in am

Frater s, 1 Rl - 110011
Governmont of India
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare

Nirman Bhiawan, New Delhi - 140011
D.0. No. P.16012/08/2018-TC

5 Dated the 24th July, 2019

The WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Contral (WHO FGTC) is the first
global public health treaty developed by countries In response to the globalization of the
lobacco epidemic. It is the world's only tobacco control evidence based trealy and has
been commended by global leaders as providing the primary road map to a tobacco-free
world. It has 181 Parlles, re

presenting 180 Stales and the European Union, and is
supported by numerous non governr ental organizalions. India is one of the ear
countries which ratified the FCTC in 2004. K

2. The Article 5.3 of the FCTC obliges Parties to act 1o protect public health pclicies
from commercial and other vested Interests of the tobacco indusiry in accordance with
nalional laws. Guidelines for Implementation of Article 5.3 state clearly that governments
should limit Interactions with the tobacco Induslry and_ avoid partnerships. These
Guidelines are also explicit that Governments should not accept financial or other
contributions from the tobacco industry or those working to further thelr interests.

3. In this conlext, | wish to bring to your kind nolice that the Convention Secretariat
of the WHO FCTC had Issued a statement about "Foundalion for a Smoke-Free World"

(FSFW), stating that the sald Foundation s atobacco industry-funded lnitiqliye. It is
perlinent to mention that FSFW has reportedly recelved a pledge 'of $80 million USD
annually for 12 years, beginning 2018 from Philip l\{lorrls International (PMI), world's
largest tobacco company. As such, the tobacco industry-led foundations like the
Foundation for a Smake Free World lhreaten the tobacco control efforts and their spread

will [eopardize India's efforts to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals for N°'."
communlicable diseases. , . ;

4 In the above background, it is advised that any collaboration with industry-led
Jundations like the Foundation for a Smoke Free World should be slrictly avolded in the B

{O:J er Interest of Public Health. Individuals, institules or organizations etc. under your

r?’iiglslry may also kindly be advised accordingly.

5 { soliclt your cooperation for affective implementation of Article 5.3 of the WHO-

FCTC. i
W '

Yours sincerely,

anjeeva Kumar)

Socretary of all Ministrles/Departmc 1ts, Government of Indla ¥
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